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Story Time

January 2022 • Week 2
Large Group • Rug • 3-5s

January 2022, Week 2
Today’s Bible Story: Jesus teaches us that we are important to God.
The Lost Sheep • Luke 15:3-7
Memory Verse: “The crowds were amazed at his teaching.” Matthew 7:28, NIV
Key Question: Who teaches you important things?
Bottom Line: Jesus teaches me important things.
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever.

STORY
LEADER: “Hello, friends! I’m [your name], and I’m here to tell you a true story from the Bible.
Hold up the Bible then set it in front of you.
“Today, I want to share one of the stories Jesus told to teach us something very important. And this
story starts with a shepherd. Do you know what a shepherd does? Raise your hand if you think a
shepherd is responsible for taking care of dogs? (Pause.) No? Okay, what about birds? Does a
shepherd take care of birds? (Pause.) Nope. A shepherd takes care of, say it with me.”
CHILDREN and LEADER: “Sheep!”
LEADER: “That’s right. A shepherd takes care of sheep! What does the sheep say? Let’s all make a
sheep noise together.”
CHILDREN and LEADER: “Baa!”
LEADER: “Whoa, you sound like a herd of real sheep. Excellent job. Okay, so Jesus said to pretend
you’re a shepherd and you have 100 sheep. That’s a lot! Can you imagine counting out 100 sheep?
What if you were a shepherd counting all those sheep but instead of 100 sheep, you only counted 99?
“Like this. Ninety-five, ninety-six, ninety-seven, ninety-eight, ninety-nine . . . oh, no! There’s only 99
sheep!
“Where’s number 100? Where’s the last sheep? Oh no, it’s lost! What should the shepherd do? Should
he stay with the 99 sheep he has or find the missing one?
“Well, Jesus said the shepherd loved all his sheep, Each ONE mattered to him. So the shepherd went
out to find the one missing sheep. He looked and he looked and he finally found that lost sheep!
“The shepherd was so happy to find his sheep that he picked it right up, put it on his shoulders, and
carried it all the way home. Yay, the lost sheep is found! Everybody cheer!
“Jesus told this story to teach us something very important. YOU matter to God. Yes, YOU are
important to God. If you were a lost sheep, God would go out and look for you. And when He found
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you, He would be SO happy that He would celebrate. You are important to God. Say, ‘I am important to
God.’”
CHILDREN and LEADER: “I am important to God.”
LEADER: “Yes, you are! I’m so glad we have a friend like Jesus to teach us important things. Tell me,
who teaches you important things?”
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “Jesus teaches me important things.”
LEADER: “Yes, it’s true. One more time, who teaches you important things?”
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “Jesus teaches me important things.”
LEADER: “You’ve got it! God loves you so much that He sent Jesus to be your friend forever. Let’s
close our eyes and talk to God together.”

PRAYER
LEADER: “God, thank You for sending Jesus, Your Son, to teach us so many important things. Every
friend here is so important to You, God. Thank You for loving us so, so much. We love You, God. In
Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”
Journal and Prayer
Pray to God | Prayer Activity
Made to Reflect: An activity that encourages personal application and prayer

“Today’s Bible story was about another story Jesus told. In this story, there was a shepherd who had
lost one sheep. Did the shepherd say, ‘I have enough sheep. Who cares about one lost sheep?’, OR
did the shepherd leave all of his sheep to look for his one lost sheep? (Pause.) Yes! The shepherd
cared about ALL of his sheep, so he looked for his lost sheep. What did the shepherd do when he
found his lost sheep? (Pause.) You’re right! The shepherd was SO happy that he told all of his friends!
“Jesus told this story so we can know that we are important to God. Where can we read the stories that
Jesus told? (Pause.) Yes, the Bible! (Hold up the Bible.) Jesus teaches us lots of important things in the
Bible. Who teaches you important things?”
CHILDREN and SGL: [Bottom Line] “Jesus teaches me important things.”
SGL: “Yes, He does! Jesus is an amazing teacher, and the Bible verse we’re learning will help us
remember it! It says . . . (Turn the pages of your Bible to the Memory Verse Card.) ‘The crowds were
amazed at his teaching,’ Matthew 7:28. (Close Bible and lay it down.) Let’s stand up and say that
together with the motions. Just say what I say and do what I do.”
CHILDREN and SGL: “‘The crowds (arms out and around) were amazed (hands to eyes like binoculars
then open and close) at his teaching (hands to mouth),’ Matthew 7:28.” (Open hands like a book.)
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(Repeat the verse with motions a few times.)
“Great job! (Give two thumbs-up.) Now let’s sit down so we can write in our prayer journal and talk to
God. (Hold journal and fun-shaped pen.)
“Today, we’ll make a list of things that are important to us. Maybe it’s your favorite blanket or toy, a
special book or someone you live with. It can be anything or anyone that is important to you. So, when I
say your name, I want you to tell me one thing that is important to you, and I will write it in our prayer
journal. (Say each child’s name and write down what they say. Remember to print the names so the
children can recognize their names and the letters.)
“These are some very important things. But if God was making a list, He would write YOUR name!
Because YOU are important to God. It’s true! You are important to God. Let’s pray and thank God for
sending Jesus to teach us that we are important to Him. Would anyone like to pray before I pray?”
(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.)
Prayer
SGL: “Dear God, we have things and people that are important to us, like (read the list the children
made). All of these things and people are very important. That’s why it’s so special that we’re important
to You! (Name each child) . . . and I are all important to You. Thank You for loving us and thinking we
are important. Help us treat everyone like they are important, too. We love You, God. In Jesus’ name,
amen.”
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