First Look
Story Time

January 2022 • Week 3
Large Group • Rug • 3-5s

January 16, 2022 - Week 3
Today’s Bible Story: Jesus teaches us that we can share our stuff.
Bigger Barns • Acts 2:45; Luke 12:16-21
Memory Verse: “The crowds were amazed at his teaching.” Matthew 7:28, NIV
Key Question: Who teaches you important things?
Bottom Line: Jesus teaches me important things.
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever.

STORY
Hello, friends! I’m [your name], and it’s time to hear a true story from the Bible. Hold up the Bible and
lay it and place it in front of you.
Jesus told this story to teach us something very important. It starts with a farmer. The farmer grew a lot
of food for his family. Like a lot a lot.
Then, he had to put the food in his barn, and his barn filled up very fast!
That barn was full. Uh-oh. (Scratch head.) The barn was full, but there was still food left to store. What
should the farmer do with all the extra food? Hmmm. Then the farmer had an idea! He would build a
BIGGER barn.
Then he could fill it up and keep ALL the food for himself. It would be WAY more food than he needed,
but he wanted to keep it all.
Hmm, tell me, is there anything ELSE the farmer could do with all his extra food? He could . . . (start
word as a hint) SSSHHHH—SHARE! Yes, you’re so smart. He could share with others.
We can share with others, too! What could you share? Could you share a snack with others? (Pause.)
A toy? (Pause.) A turn on the swing? (Pause.) Yes! We can share all those things.
That’s the very important thing that Jesus teaches us with this story. God wants us to share. I’m so glad
we have a friend like Jesus to teach us important things. Jesus told this story to teach us that we can
share our stuff.
Jesus teaches us important things. It’s time to talk to God. Let’s close our eyes and pray together.

PRAYER: God, we love You! Thank You for Jesus, the best friend ever. Jesus teaches us important
things. Help us share our stuff this week. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.
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1. J Prayer
Pray to God | Prayer Activity
Made to Reflect: An activity that encourages personal application and prayer

What You Need: Paperclipped “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible
It’s Small Group time! Now, let’s sit down and talk about today’s Bible story. One, two, three, sit down
with me! (Open the Bible and lay it in front of the children.)
Our Bible story, today, was about a man and a barn. But the man didn’t want to put animals in his barn.
What did he want to put in his barn? (Pause.) Yes! Food! Jesus told a story about a man who had A
LOT of food. He had way more food than he could eat. He had a choice. He could share his food with
people who didn’t have any OR he could build a bigger barn and save all of the food for himself. What
did the man in the story decide to do? (Pause.) You’re right. The man said he would build a bigger barn
and keep all the food.
Jesus told this story so we can know that it’s important to share our stuff. Where can we read the
stories that Jesus told? (Pause.) You got it! The Bible! (Hold up the Bible.) Jesus teaches us lots of
important things in the Bible.
Jesus is an amazing teacher, and the Bible verse we’re learning will help us remember that. It says . . .
(Turn the pages of your Bible to the Memory Verse Card.) ‘The crowds were amazed at his teaching,’
Matthew 7:28. (Close Bible and lay it down.) Let’s stand up and say that together with the motions. Just
say what I say and do what I do.”
CHILDREN and SGL: “‘The crowds (arms out and around) were amazed (hands to eyes like binoculars
then open and close) at his teaching (hands to mouth),’ Matthew 7:28.” (Open hands like a book.)
(Repeat the verse with motions a few times.)
SGL: “Wow! You said that so well! (Give fist bumps.) Now let’s sit down so we can talk to God.
Since Jesus teaches us that it’s important to share, I think we should make a list of things we can
share. The man in our story could have shared his food. So, what can we share? When I say your
name, tell me one thing you can share.
This is a great list! Thank you for making it with me. Now let’s pray. Would anyone like to pray before I
pray?”
(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.)
Prayer: Dear God, we don’t want to be like the man in Jesus’ story who didn’t share his food. We want
to be kind and share with others. Help us share things like (read the list the children made). And God,
thank You for sending Jesus to be our friend forever and teach us important things about You. You are
the best, and we love You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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